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The Day appointed by Proclamation for a General 
FAS T and Humiliation before Almighty G O D, 
for imploring his Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance on the Arms 
of His Majeſty, and for reſtoring and- perpetuating 
Peace, Safety, and Proſp rity to Himſelf, and to his 


* By the Moſt Reverend Father in G OD, 


# 


N E. SAY, in Aue- Mary. Lane; and Sold by 
J. HrL YARD, Bookſeller in Tor 
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My Reverend Brethren, | 


T Take the Liberty to tranſmit to You the fol- 
1 lowing plain Diſcourſe, for doing which I 
make no Apology, becauſe you have a Right 
to ask and to know my Sentiments upon thoſe 
Matters, which are the Subject of it, 


If my RefleQions, therein — are im- 
proper and unſeaſonable, I ſhall be ſorry for it, 
and can * plead in Excuſe an honeſt In- 


tention 


* 
. 


( aver) 
tention in making them. 


If they are falſe, 


and any one thinks it worth while to convince 
me that -they are ſo, Lyriill retract them, 
publickly with all my Heart, and thank my 
Reprover.-—lIf they are true, I need not inti- 
mate to You, how much it is our common Du- 


ty to give them very ſerious Attention. 
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My Reverend Brethren, 


* 


"> „ * 
\ . 


241 


Jour aſfectionate, 
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Romans i. 32. 


ine e hs Nate of Get (hat % 
who commit ſuch Things are worthy of Death) 


not only do the fame, but have Pleaſure in 
thoſe that do them. 


"HOEVER is converſant in the Hiſtory 
of the Roman Nation, will ſee, that it was 
impoſſible, in general, to have given a 
; Juſter Defcription of the State of Morality 
among them in the Days of their Decline, than this, 

which the Apoſtle has given us, in the Chapter from 

whence the Text is taken. T hey were once a very brave 

and gallant People, famed for the Strictneſs of their moral 
and their publick Virtue; and, though they were in the 
Errors of Heatheniſm, yet they had Light enough 


a mongſt them to diſcern the Traces and Obligations of 


Natural Religion; and, if their Practice had been ſuitable 

to their Knowledge, Would have maintained that Gran- 
deur which their Integrity firſt acquired them. But, not- 
withſtanding all their Advantages, they ſunk, by degrees, 
into the very Dregs of Corruption, and became as infa- 
mous and, contemn'd for their Vices, as they were once 
admired and feared for their Virtues. x 


( 2) 

The Apoſtle here has given us a very ſad Picture o 
them, but it is drawn to the Life; and one might juſtify 
the Deſcription in every Part of it, from the ſatyrical 
Writings of their own Authors. | 

© They knew God, he tells us; and it is certain, that 
many amongſt them had very clear, very excellent No- 
tions of the Divinity; but then, They glorified him 

not, as God, neither were thankful,” neither their Lives 
nor their Worſhip was ſuitable to their Knowledge; 
but they became vain in their Imaginations, and their 


© fooliſh Hearts were darkened; profeſſing themſelves 


* wiſe they became Fools,” and fell, in Spite of their Un- 
derſtandings, into the moſt fearful Practices of Idolatry 
5 and Immorality. © Wherefore God alſo gave them up 
© unto Uncleanneſs, unto vile Affections, to diſhonour 


< their own Bodies between themſelves,” (a moſt prodi- 


gious Inſtance of their corrupted Hearts); as they 


< did not like to retain God in their Knowledge, God (in 


his moſt juſt Diſpleaſure) gave them over to a repro- 
bate Mind, to do thoſe Things which were ſhocking 
and abominable, being filled with all Unrighteouſneſs, 
(ſtraining their Inventions in the Service of it) © Forni- 
© cation, Wickedneſs, Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, full 
< of Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malignity, Whiſ- 
© perers, Back-biters, Haters of God, deſpiteful, proud 
< Boaſters, (full of Conceit of thats own Excellencies) 
Inventors of evil Things, diſobedient to Parents, with- 
out Underſtanding,” (ſtupid and unmoved as to every 
Thing that was truly wiſe and good) © Covenant-break- 
< ers, (no Faith nor Integrity ! ) without even natural At- 
* fection, — unmerciful. =? Melancholy and 
aſtoniſh- 


. 

aſtoniſhing Deſcription of that corrupted State! enough 
to make the Ears of every one that hears it tingle. But 
this is not all; there is a worſe Circumſtance ſtill be- 
hind; « Who, knowing the Judgment of God (that they 
by who commit ſuch Things are worthy of. Death) not only 4 

© the ſame, but have Pleaſure in thoſe that do them. It 

was not enough, it ſeems, to ſin with an high Hand 
themſelves againſt plain Knowledge, and the clear Dic- 
tates of Conſcience, but they muſt propagate their Vices, 
make Proſelytes to their abominable Practices, and place 
their great Pleaſure and Satisfaction in making others as 
bad and corrupted as themſelves. --- This i is the Text - — 


My Obſervation from it ſhall be this; VIZ. 


— That it is. the higheſt Aggravation of Wickedneſ, ” 
and, of all others, the worſt Symptom in a corrupted Na- 
tion, to commit Iniquity againſt plain and clear Know- 

885 ledpe, and to be eager and ſtudious in its Propagation, — 
The Apoſtle here cloſes the moſt ſhocking Deſcription, 
that one can imagine, of the Immorality of the Romans, 

by this very aggravating Circumſtance, © That, knowing,. 

Sc. — Now this, I ſay, and I ſpeak it by St. Paul's Au- 
thority, is Wickedneſs in its higheſt Character and Com- 
plexion, and one of the worſt. Symptoms that can n appear 
in the — of a ane Nation. 


Firſt, Becauſe it is the 100 outrageous tene and 

a fort of Defiance of the Juſtice and Government of God, 
Almighty, and ſeems to beſpeak. a very ſignal and Fin | 
Puniſhment. 
It is aggravating more than enough, to ſin againſt plain 
Knowledge, and the clear Informations of our Conſci- 
= : 8 ence,, 


(+) 
ence z and, without any Conſideration of the Power and 
Majeſty of God, of the Honour of his Government, of 
the Authority and Reaſonableneſs of his Laws, to neg- 
lect and deſpiſe them; and to violate the ſacred Obliga- 
tions of Morality, and the repeated Injunctions of our 
base Saviour, by conſtant and habitual Practice. But 
to proceed farther ſtall in Iniquity; aaf only to do theſe 
1 hings ourſelves, but to have Pleafure in thoſe that do 
them. — To lend our Hearts, and our Hands, and our 
Example, to the Furtherance of this accurſed Work: 
This muſt needs, in a peculiar Manner, provoke the 
Diſpleaſure of God Almighty, and call down the Ven- 
geance of his Juſtiee'on us. The Honour of his Laws, 
and the Majeſty of his Government require, that ſuch a 
rebellious Spirit as this ſhould: be very fignally cor- 
Folded, 
It is the Method ob God's 8 and perfectly 
- faitable to the Juſtice and Goodneſs of his Nature, in his 
Dealings with the Nations of the Earth, to try all poſſi- 
ble Means of Repentance ; by gentle Reproof, by In- 
ſtruction, by Knowledge, by Long-Suffering, to awaken 
Sinners to their Duty; and, when all proves ineffectual, 
he appeals to Man himſelf, whether Puniſhment is not 
| the proper Remedy. 
O Inhabitants of Yeruſalem, and Men of Judah, . 5 
I pray you, betwixt me and my Vineyard; What could I baus 
done more to my Vineyard than I have done in it? Where- 
fore, when J looked "that it Should: bring forth | Grapes, 
brought it . wild Ow ? 


| 5 ; | : | : | | 7 if 
1 , — * ee £ 
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(8 ) 

If all the gentle Methods of Cultivation will not make 

Men better, nothing but Puniſhment and, Amputation 
can be expected, 
It ſhewsa moſt deſperate 10 invetcrate Spital Wick 

edneſs in a Nation, to withſtand all the Methods of God's 
Grace, and to grow rather worſe by his Mercy. If the © al 
Prophets underſtood the Matter, nothing is a more ſure | 
Forerunner of God's Judgments, than ſuch a Spitit as the ; 
Apaltle has reproved here in the Gentiles. 1 
It ſeems, it was ſometimes ſtirring in the Fewiſh State; 
Who, as knowing as they were, were yet rather more | 
wicked than other People, not only doing the Things | | 
that were abominable, but . Tlaſure in thoſe that 
did them. BOS 10” 
They have choſen * own Wa fo God, ond thei 

Soul deliglueth in their Abomination : T will alſo chuſe their 
Deluſions, and (fince they will have it % they ſt be 1 

1th the Fruit of their own Doings. 

The Prophet Jeremy gives a very obfervable bad Cha- — 
rater of them, for he tells us expreſly, that they were | 
arrived at ſuch a prodigious Pitch of Iniquity, that they J 

loſt one of the beſt Reſtraints of their Virtue, even their 


natural Modeſty, _ Thy were not aſhamed, neither could 
they bluſh, | 


. Shall not I wh t for. the 7 1 faith the Lord $f 
5 ſhall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this. 

Return ye now every one from bis evil Way, and make 
your Ways and your Doings good. — This was the Con- 
deſcenſion of God's Mercy; but hear the Anſwer of an 
obſtinate and rebellious Spirit : And they aid there is no 
Hape, but doe will walk after our 0Wn Devices, and we 
2 bo will 


(6) 

will every one do the Tmagination of his evil Heart. Now: 
all theſe Ti hings happened unto them for Enſamples, and they. 
are written for our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of 
the World are come. We are ſure that the Judgment of 
God is according to Truth, againſt them which commit ſuch 
Things: For if we fin wilfully after that we have received 
the Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sa- 
 erifice for Sin, but a certain Conia Looki for of Fudg- 

ment, 

Reaſon, and W and Hiſtory: agree in this, | 
That there are certain Times, when the Iniquities of Na- 
tions are full, when the Patience of God has had her per- 

fect Work, and when they are ripe for Deſtruction; and, 
aſſuredly, their Time muſt be drawing on apace, and the 
Meaſure of their Iniquity be ſwollen to a great Degree, 
who not only practiſe all the Ways of Immorality without 


Reſtraint, or Modeſty, or Moderation, but take Pleaſure 


in thoſe that do them; — are delighted with Men that fol- 
low their bad Examples, and endeavour to diffuſe the 
5 ou of enen among all un er ns 


But, Sreondly, Not to inſiſt upon tis Pig 0 of 
God, which are far above out of our Sight, and, thro”. 
his infinite Patience, are. not executed ſpeedily againſt 
every evil Work, I obſerve further, that ſuch a Spirit of 
Immorality as this, that is not content with the Practice 
of Wickedneſs itſelf, but takes Pleaſure to propagate and 
diffuſe its Influence, is one of the ſureſt Arguments of a 
declining Nation, and does natural) Pave the Way to „ 
Deſtruction. 


4 


The Reaſon of it is as clear as the Sun; for, had God 
kimfelf never interpoſed, ' and our bleſſed Saviour never 
appeared in the World to ſanctify and encourage Good- 
_ neſs, yet it is abſolutely impoſſible for any Society to 
maintain itſelf, but upon the Principles of Morality and 
Virtue. 

And therefore it is a very lamentable Thing, and 
ought to alarm Chriſtians exceedingly, for the Honour 
of God, for the Credit of their holy Religion, for the 
Welfare of their common Country, when they ſee theſe 
important Principles contemn'd and trampled on; when 
they ſee the general Bent of a People giving their united 
Vote in Favour of Vice and Wickedneſs, delighting 
themſelves in the Spirit of them, and with an eager 
Pleaſure encouraging, applauding, and rewarding every 
Attempt to propagate them. 
What can be expected from ſuch a dangerous Diſpoſi- 
tion as this, eſpecially when it appears to be almoſt Na- 
tional and General, but that the Bands of Government 
muſt be looſened, all Peace and Order deſtroyed, Autho- 
_ rity and Magiſtracy deſpiſed and rendered ineffectual, and 
the beſt of Men made a Prey to the Injuſtice, the Vio- 
lence, the Exceſſes, the Lewdneſs of the worſt ? 
- Before the old Roman Government had its Period, the 


Signs of its Deſtruction were long foreſeen, in the cor- 


rupt Manners of the People. It is mentioned, and by 
ſome believed, to the Honour of the Emperor Auguſtus, + 
that, when he had eſtabliſhed the publick Tranquility, 
he was for ſome Time in ſuſpence, whether he ſhould 
_ reſtore the Romans to their Liberties, or not. But, upon 
mature Deliberation, he found the Thing impracticable: 
| They 


(8) 
They were fo corrupted by a long Civil War, ſo torn to 
Pieces by the Workings of inveterate Factions, and ſo li- 
centious in their Manners, as to be incapable of being go- 
verned by fixed Laws, or reſtrained in any tolerable 
Order but by abſolute and arbitrary Power. . It may paſs 
for an invariable Truth in the political Survey of Na- 
tions, That when they are deſtined to be undone, or loſe | 
their Liberties, the Seeds of their Deſtruction are firſt 
ſeen in the profligate Manners of their Members : And, 
if ſo, -let any Man of Goodneſs and Underſtanding judge, 
whether-we ought not to dread the Conſequence of that 
Corruption of all Kinds that now ſo generally prevails 
amongſt us. --- But not to confine ourſelves to the Fate 
of any particular Country, we may ranſack Hiſtory in 
every Language of the Earth, and turn over all the Vo- 
lumes of Polity and Government; we ſhall find at laſt, that 
it is impoſſible for any People to maintain their Ground, 
but by ſupporting the Fear and Reverence of God, and 
upholding the Majeſty of Religion; for Government can 

ſubſiſt no otherwiſe, than upon the Principles of Order, 
and Peace, and Juſtice, and a Sobriety and Temperance 
in the Morals of all its Members. 
Moe are prodigjouſly. alarmed at any Thing that affects 
our Peace immediately, and exceeding ſtudious we are 
to put a Stop to any direct Attempts upon it: As if a 
Rebellion againſt our Government (tho', in Truth, of 
the moft intereſting Conſequence) was of greater Mo- 

ment to us than ſuch an avowed Rebellion againſt God 
againft God?---Such a Spirit of Wickedneſs, as I am ſpeak- 
ing of, is an immediate Rebellion againſt Government: For 
what is Government, when the People are taught to be im- 
moral 


{49} 


moral both by Writings and Example; when all Re- 
verence of God is neglected, when the Majeſty of Reli- 
gion is itſelf ſtruck at, and its moſt ſacred and affecting 
Sanctions forgot or weakened; when Sobriety and Fruga- 
lity and Temperance of Life are, as it were, put under 
publick Ridicule and Cenſure, and the loweſt of Men 
encouraged in the Imitation of the Exceſſes and Lewd- 
neſs of the higheſt? I ſay, when ſuch a Spirit of Wick - 
edneſs as this poſſeſſes the Minds, and is ſeen to actuate a 
People — what is Government? Where is the Authority 
of the Magiſtrate? To what Parpoſe do we preach, and 
do ye believe? Of what Importance is it, and how weak 
will it be to oppoſe, with Arguments drawn from Reaſon 
and Scripture, ſuch a Torrent as this? To what End is 
it, to talk of the Fear of God, of the Authority of our 


bleſſed Saviour, the Excellency of our Religion, and the 


Importance of another Life? To what Purpoſe do we re- 

commend Juſtice, ' Good-Nature, Induſtry, Contented- 
| neſs, and a Sobriety of Life and Manners, as the beſt ſo- 
cial Virtues, and the very Foundation of our preſent _ 


Happineſs? We may preſs theſe Things from the Pul- 


pit, and they will be borne with there, as the proper Bu- 
ſineſs of the Day, and Place they come from; but the 
Impreſſion, if any, is made in Sand, and the Characters 


wrote in Duſt, to be blown away by the Wind. For, 


alas! what fignify ſuch Arguments as theſe to People 
_ intoxicated with Vice, whoſe natural Diſpoſitions are 
_ corrupted, whoſe Minds are darkened, whoſe Ears ſhut, 
and whoſe Conſciences are ſear'd againſt all ſuch good and 
friendly Admonitions, - by the -officious Pains, and 
miſchievous Example of thoſe, who not. only practiſe the 
* 


vorſt 


( 10 ) 

worſt Immoralities themſelves, but tale Pleaſure in theſe 
that do them, and maintain and cheriſh this Spirit of Con- 
fuſion in its full Life and Vigour ? Tis an Argument 
of a very deſperate Temper in Men, and ſhews that their 
publick Virtue is fallen exceeding low, when Wey appear 
ſo cordially in the Intereſt of Vice. 
We of this preſent Generation may perhaps not live to 
ſee the Ruin of our Country; but this is very certain, 
that the Loſs of our publick Virtue is an undoubted Mark 
of its Approach ; and, however it may fare with us, poor 
Poſterity may feel the Smart of it, and perhaps curſe the 
Memory of us their Anceſtors, for ſetting ſuch a de- 
ſtructive Example in our  Diſpoſitions, and the Conduct 
of our Lives, 
And this is more n to be feared and lamented: | 
by all wiſe and ſober Men, when they obſerve this deadly 
Contagion, this affectionate Love of Wickedneſs in a Na- 
tion, not to be confined to the lower Orders of Men, but 
to ſpread its Infection among thoſe of Rank and Cha- . 
racter.. ” 
Where the Vulgar only is infected (wicked and ig- 
norant as they are; too often, by Education, by their 
Buſineſs, and by their Converſation), Authority and Pru- 
dence and Inſtruction may reftore them: But what 
Room is left to reform their Manners, when Authority 
and Example is, as it were, gone over to their Party, 
and they can plead the Sanction of their worſt and moſt 
miſchievous Vices from the Applauſe and Encourage- 
ment of the Great Ones? 

This, aſſuredly, (where- ever the Caſe happens) is an 
Inſtance of a People being dborcugiü corrupted in their | 
Manners, , 


T9 7. 

Manners, when Men of high Characters, of the beſt 
Education, moſt improved Underſtandings, and moſt 
enlightened Knowledge, ſeem (as to any Regards to Virtue 
and Religion) to be upon the Level with the loweſt and 
moſt abandoned, and exactly in the mean and ſordid and 
ſhameful Sentiments of the very Dregs of the common 
People.— 4h! finful Nation! a People laden with Tniquity, 
a Seed of evil Doers ; the whole Head is fick, and the whole 
Heart feint ; from the Sole of the Foot, even unto the Head, 

there is no Sounaneſs in it, but Wounds and Bruiſes, and 
putriſying Sores ; a general Rottenneſs and Corruption of 
Life and Manners. --=- Thus it was in the Roman State, 
when the Apoſtle gave the Deſcription of it, and finiſhed 
the mortifying Picture by this aggravating Stroke, that, 


 #nowing the Judgment of God, &c. 


What has been hitherto ſaid, was ſuggeſted to my 
Mind 'from the publick Character which I read to you 
out of Scripture, of an antient and moſt illuſtrious People. 

I would to God, I had found myſelf at a Loſs for a 
particular Application, and that I had been forced to 
have ſtrained my Invention, to have ſent my Thoughts 
abroad, or to have ſearched into the muſty Records of 
Antiquity, to have made or found a national Character 5 
parallel to this, which is drawn of the Romans by the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. — But the Pains of En- 
quiry were ſpared me, and my Home-Refle&ions fur- 
niſhed me with too much Matter and too ready an Ap- 
plication to ourſelves, and our own Concerns ; and it 
was not poſſible for me to fix 'my Eyes upon the Origi- 
nal, without being ſtruck and ſtartled at the Exactneſs of 
the Copy. — But this perhaps will not be cally allowed 
| C 1 me, 


(22) 
me; and I ſhall be aſked, why theſe gloomy Reflections, 
this hard Satyr upon our native Country ? and where are 
to be diſcerned thoſe Marks of Decay and Ruin in it, 
which can at all ſupport its Compariſon to this, now ex- 
tinguiſhed, Nation? Our publick Happineſs is apparent, and 
as well ſecured as poſſible by the Arts of human Prudence; 
our Eſtabliſhed Religion, in Profeſſion, wiſe and reaſona- 
ble, and truly Chriſtian ; the Conſtitution of our State admi- 
rably calculated for the Support of a free and manly Go- 
vernment, and the Execution of it in the Hands of a 
good King, by Inclination and noble Nature the Parent 
of his Country; our People are free, our Laws wiſe, our 
Property ſafe, our Commerce flouriſhing, our Strength | 
formidable, our Riches prodigious. = Now all this is 
extreamly true; but ſtill this beautiful Structure of our 
CommoneWealth, of ſo goodly outward Appearance, 
may be unſafe in its main Foundation; and moſt un- 
queſtionably is ſo, if our People are abandoned in their 
Morals, the Objects of Divine Diſpleaſure, undeſerving 
and forſaken of the good Providence of God; for, in 
that dangerous and doubtful Situation, e the beſt 
Magiſtrates, nor the beſt Laws, nor the largeſt Supply 
of Wealth, nor the moſt ſuperior Power can ſupport uns 
long. Under a virtuous Adminiſtration of Things in- 
deed, when Religion and Integrity have their proper In- 
- fluence, theſe are the great Bulwarks of Society: But, on 
the contrary, if Men, with ſo many Encouragements and 
Opportunities of doing better in their Hands, will grow 
worſe and more degenerate in their Practices, and, like 
the Roman People here referred to, in the Pride and 


Fulneſs of Proſperity, will not — commit thoſe Tag 
at 
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that are worthy of Death, but take Pleaſure in thoſe that 
do them, and propagate every Vice that can be named, 

and ſome that ought not, by the contagious Enchant- 
ment of bad Example; theſe very advantageous Circum- 
ſtances may become the Occafion of more ſpeedy Ruin : 
For Wealth, and Law, and Power, in the Hands of 
Wickedneſs, are very dangerous Inſtruments of Miſchief ; 
and ſuch is the poiſonous Nature of Vice and Immora- 
lity, that they can convert the-natural Means of Health 
and Felicity, both in publick and private Lite, into Cer- 
| tain Diſeaſe and Death. 

There was a Time when the eee of this fa- 
mous Iſland had the Character of a ſober and virtuous 
People, and of having Diſpoſitions very well turned to 
receive ſo good a Religion as the Chriſtian is; but thoſe 
Exdcellencies ſeem to be departing from us; our natural 
Tempers are corrupted ; and, by invitating: none of the 
beſt 'of our Neighbours, in ſome of the worſt of their 
Qualities, we ſeem, for ſome Years, 'to have been run- 
ning apace into all the fooliſh and hurtful Vices which 
Irreligion and Vanity, and Perfidy and unbounded Li- 
centiouſneſs can teach us; and that very Liberty (which, 
rightly treated, is in natural Friendſhip and Alliance with 
true Religion and the Publick Weal) we abuſe and proſ- 


titute moſt vilely to every dirty Purpoſe of Faction and 


Immotality; as if we were ſtudious to ſhew, that Liberty 
was a Blefling too good for us, and that our Minds were 
too low and ſordid to enjoy ſo gracious and ſo divine a 
Privilege. But, to ſpeak the Truth, and not heighten 
our Difeaſe by diſguifimg | it, the Virtue of our Nation is 
Moſt apparently i in a — bite 3 Religion has loft 
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its Power upon the Heart, and, by the moſt natural 
Conſequence, Things every Day proceed from bad to 
worſe ; Magiſtracy is contemn'd, Dignity and Order ſunk 

to the common Level, Adultery and vagrant Unclean- 
_ neſs is become an epidemical Evil, and, by the ſhameleſs 
Practice, the good Ends of God's Inſtitution are defeated, 
the Numbers of the People are diminiſhed, opulent and 
noble Families undone, our Children are ungovernable, 
our Servants extravagant, and idle and unfaithful; In- 
temperance, as habitual as general, debilitates and ſpoils 
the Strain of the People; the publick Peace is diſquieted, 
daily Robberies interrupt the Repoſe of the City and the 
Country, and, (O! ſhame to Government!) Murder it- 
ſelf is very frequently committed in the Streets of this 
great Capital, almoſt under the Seat and Throne of Ma- 
giſtracy.---But thus it will be, in ſpite of Laws, and in 
ſpite of the Sword of Juſtice, till we bethink ourſelves a 
little ſeriouſly, begin a Reformation every Man upon 
himſelf and in his own Family, increaſe the Power and 
ſupport the Majeſty of true Religion, preſerve the Order 
and Dignity of ſocial Life, and lay the Foundation of 

better Times in the prudent Education of our Children, 
and the wiſe Government of our Servants.— And, with 
regard to our Chriſtianity, and the awful and awakening 
Intereſts dependant on it, the plain Truth is, We muſt 
| either mend our Manners, or our very Profeſſion of it 
will become a Jeſt. — We are ſometimes apt, in a good 

Mood, to value ourſelves upon our Religion, talk of be- 

ing Proteſtants, and reformed from the Errors of a cor- 
rupted Church. Tis very well: —But, whatever Errors 
we have forſaken, if we don't amend our Lives, our 
— | worſt 
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worſt Errors will be {till behind; and (bating the fright= 
ful Zeal of Perſecution, the Complexion of Popiſh Piety) 
a ſober and regular, tho' weak and deluded Nomaniſt, is 
2 Character very preferable to a looſe and immoral Pro- 
teſtant, in all the Pride of his Liberty and Knowledge. 
For it will be a terrible Charge upon us, and our Sins 
will riſe up in Judgment with moſt provoking Agerava- 
tion, that we went beyond other People in Wickedneſs as 
well as Knowledge, continued in our Sins in ſpite of tha 
cleareſt Inſtruction and beſt Religion, and tho' now- 
Me are now called upon By the Voice of Authority, 
concurring with the Senſe of every ſober and Chriſtian 
Man in the Kingdom, to examine our Conſciences, con- 
fider our Ways, and, in a juſt Conviction of our ſuper- 
lative Wickedneſs, to humble ourſelves before the Throne 
of. Mercy, to promiſe future Amendment, and deprecate 
the Wrath of a juſtly offended Deity. — The Vials of his 
Anger have not yet been pour'd out, but ſome Drops of 
his Indignation have fallen on us, the Preludes, perhaps, 
and Forerunners, if not timely prevented, of a ſweeping 
and deſtroying Storm. The Life of our excellent King 
has been ſtruck at, our Country waſted, and the Blood 
of our Fellow- Subjects ſpilt, by the Sons of Rapine ; its 
Honour and Credit proſtituted to our worſt and moſt in- 
veterate Enemy; and the very Being of our Laws and 
Conſtitution (the Baſis of our Property and Freedom for 
half a Century) threatened to be overturned and can- 
eelled. But it has pleaſed God to redeem us from theſe 
dreadful Evils, aud to work a Deliverance for us, as ſud- 
den and ſurprizing as our Danger was — But, for all this, 
Ng CN his: 
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his Anger is not turned away, but his Hand is ſtretched out 
fiill---The Terrors of a foreign Enemy ſurround us, and 
even our domeſtick ones, are conquered indeed, but not 
diſpirited ; their Rage is turned into Deſpair, their Inſo- 
lence is increaſed, they deſpiſe and reje& the Mercy of 
the Government, plainly ſhewing, that they have ſecret 
Reſources of Hope, and only wait the favourable Opportu- 


nity of ſome fatal Diſaſter to our Arms, or Breach in 


our Alliances (which God avert, in his Mercy) to riſe 


up and finiſh the Ruin of their native Country. Add to 


this, the very grievous Sickneſs, which, for a long Time, 
has waſted and continues to diminiſh a moſt uſeful and 


important Part of our Property, which baffles all our 
Skill, and defies every Experiment to remedy, and may, 
_ poſſibly, end in a Contagion ſtill more fatal to us, 
and depopulate our Cities, as this does our Fields and 


Paſtures. Theſe Things added together, the furious 


Deſpair, the Perfidy and Boldneſs of our Enemies at 


5 home, the Spirit and Succeſs of thoſe abroad, a deſtroy- 


ing Murrain preying upon the Vitals of our Country, and 
the little Proſpect, that is ſeen, of a Reformation in our 


Lives and Manners, evidently ſhew, that our Evils are 
but ſuſpended ; that God has ftill a Controverſy with us, 


and that nothing can aſſure us of the Divine Favour and 


Protection, or of any Stability to our fluctuating Affairs, 


but Conſideration and a ſober Mind, and breaking off 
our Unrighteouſneſs by Repentance. God alone deter- 


mines the Fate of Nations, who deſtroys or builds them 
up, according to his good Pleaſure ; but, his immediate 


Interpoſition apart, Reaſon and Revelation and Experi- 
ence confirm this Truth to us, That Publick Virtue is 


Publick 


ET 
Publick Proſperity, and Ruin inſeparably annexed to. 
Vice; and therefore, under the Bleſſing of the Divine 
Afliſtance, if we would preſerve our Country, and de- 


liver our Religion and Laws in any Degree of Safety to 


Poſterity, we muſt ſet about the Work by a ſerious and 
ſincere Reformation: — Compared to this, the Arts of 
human Policy, the Councils in the Courts of Princes, 


are weak and ſhort-ſighted, and the Execution of the 


beſt-digeſted Schemes precarious and of moſt uncertain 
Iſſue; but the Publick Virtue of a Nation, bleſſed by 
the Providence of God, is Strength invincible, and Wiſ- 


dom not to be controlled. Let this Day then begin this 
general Duty, and let it be exemplified by every Man in 
himſelf and in his Family. Religion is much the Subject 


of our Enquiry and Converſation: Let it reach and ani- 


mate the Heart, as well as exerciſe the Tongue and Un- 
; derſtanding. Nothing ſhews ſo much the Wiſdom of a 


Man, in every Circumſtance of Life, from him that wear- 
eth Purple and a Crown, to him that is cloathed with a 
Linnen Frock, as a Rectitude of Life and Manners ; and, 


after all our boaſting of Love, and Regard to our Country, 


he is the beſt Citizen, who is the beſt Man, both 1 in his 


publick and his private Character. 


To this Care of our Moral and Chriſtian ( Conduct, let 
us add, a wiſe and well- governed Zeal for our Govern- 
ment; let us ſtudy the Value of our Laws; let us re- 


member how much Blood and Treaſure they coſt our 
wiſe and good Forefathers, to gain and to preſerve them 


to us their Children, and let us hold them faſt againſt 
every Attempt of Tyranny and abſolute Dominion. We 
have a watchful and an envious Neighbour near us, who, 
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for ſome Vears, not content with draining the Heart's 
Blood of his own Country, and ſacrificing the Lives of 
half his Subjects to a wanton and lawleſs Ambition, is 
meditating the fame Chains for Europe; z and yet the 
Cruelty of his Deſigns is far ſhort of their Perfidy ; — for 
ſuch is his ſhameleſs Breach of Treaties, as is not to be 
parallel'd in antient Story, no, tho' you look into the 
Annals of his own Predeceſſors. We, tho' at a Diſtance, 
have a feeling Evidence of this, and a Share more than 
enough in the Calamities which this domineering Power 
has occafioned round him. What a Profuſion of Trea- 
ſure! What a frightful Waſte of the Lives of innocent 
Men! What an hated Form of Government, where the 
Caprice and Ambition of one puny Man hall deſolate 
and depopulate whole Countries! Let this Reflection, 
and this painful Feeling teach us the Value of our own 
Conſtitution; let us hold it faſt 'till we dye, and guard 
againſt every Attempt to deſtroy it, whether it be by open 
Force, or the flower, but more effectual, Methods of De- 
ceit and Corruption. One is afraid of the very Commerce 
and Correſpondence with ſuch a Nation as we are now 
ſpeaking of; there is a Danger in it greater, perhaps, 
than from their Enmity—The Vanity, the Looſeneſs, the 
Perfidy, the Libertiniſm, the abject and fawning Manners 
of the People, are good for nothing but to ſpoil the Spi- 
rits of Men, and to break them gradually to an unmanly 
Government ; and it behoves us to look well about us, 
that our Connections with them don't debauch and hurt 
us; — Connections which, of late Years, have inſenſibly 
gained Ground upon us, whether ariſing from the expen- 
five and! idle Curioſity of Trayel, or from the . a 


Rs cs HR 
ence of a Trade, hurtful to us, but a rich Mine to them; 
or from retaining Servants of that Country and Religion 
in our Families, to the unkind and undeſerved Reproach 
of our own People; or from a {laviſh Fondneſs for their 


Language, unbecoming the Freedom and Grandeur of the 
Britiſh Nation; or a Love to their fantaſtick Faſhions. 


---Whatever be the Reaſon of our Attachments, it is ex- 


treamly neceſſary to break looſe from them, eſpecially as 
we ſee ourſelves ſurrounded with faithleſs and domeſ- 


tick Enemies, who, for their own ſhameleſs Pur- 
_ poſes, are laviſh in the Praiſes of this People, ſtudy to 


conciliate our Minds to them, and to introduce their 
Scheme of Government, and, ſupported by their inſa- 
mous Alliance, diſtreſs and harraſs and weaken, and try. 
every Method to enſlave their own. free and happy N 


Country. 


Deſpotick Qoreminecit, ond in > hereditary Right, 
white one Man's Will is every Man's Miſery, .is not 
more miſchievous, than it is abſurd. — There is Reaſon, 
and Spirit and Liberty in Law, and it is not only eſſential 
to every Man's Property, but, without it, there can be 


no ſuch Thing as Virtue or Religion in the World. 


If our Conſtitution is ſo valuable, how much more is 
our Religion? and how inſeparable is that and the Hap- 
pineſs of our Country ? I ſpeak of it now chiefly in Op- 


poſition to Popery ; the ſtrange and alarming ſpreading 
of which, is our greateſt and moſt immediate Danger. No 
Nation (ſpeaking in the Groſs) can poſſibly be happy and 
flouriſhing under Popery; becauſe the Influence of it is 
of ſo baneful a Nature, that it does not only fink the 
Spirits of Men, damp the Vigour and Life of Induſtry, 
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ſtop every Avenue to Religious Knowledge from the 
Scriptures, make Princes Tyrants, and their People 
Slaves; but it in a Manner countermines the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of Providence, and converts (as it has done 
in Fact) the moſt beautiful and fertile Countries into de- 


folate Wilderneſſes. And therefore, when we ſet down 
to recollect ourſelves, and recover our antient Character 
of a ſober and good-natured and religious People, let it 
be our principal Care to avoid the Contagion of this bad, 


this abſurd, and, from its miſchievous Spirit, I muſt call 
it, this unchriſtian Religion: For Popery, as a fine 
Write expreſſes it, is really an Uſurpation upon Chriſtia- 
* nity; and, like Uſurpers, lives within its Guards, In- 
© quiſitors, and Dragoons ; it ſettles and ſupports itſelf by 


© Gibbets, Axes, Halters, Fire and Sword,. and all the 9 
© Inſtruments of Death and cruel Execution.” 


Whatever Senſe we haye of Liberty, whatever juſt No- 


tion of Religion, whatever is left of the Spirit of Chriſtia- 


nity amongſt us, we have it from an Eſtabliſhment found- 


ed upon Scripture, and the pureſt Ages, maintained in a 
Spirit of Charity and Toleration ; but, if we ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be enſnared by Popery, and ſubmit to its cruel and. 
imperious Dictates, the Dye is caſt, and we may eaſily be 
undone beyond Redemption, Nothing therefore i imports 
us more, than to watch the Workings of theſe bold, in- 
ſinuating People, the Romiſh Miſſionaries. How long 
_ ſhall we bear with theſe unquiet and meddling Spirits, 


who are not only troubleſome, but pernicious to us? What 


do they here, deluding filly Women, ſpiriting away the: 
Children of the Nation, or tainting their firſt Principles? 
captivating the Poor by their impertinent and venal Cha- 


rity, 


4 4 aan. 
rity, and ſeducing the Profligate by allacdoun Promiſes 
of Heaven, by virtue of their fooliſh Reliques, and the 
Interceſſion of ſuch Saints, as either never exiſted, or de- 
ſerved to be the Scorn and Scandal of the Times they 


lived in? Is there no End of their Avarice and Thirſt of 
Power ? and muſt this free and wealthy Nation ſubmit 
for ever to have its Peace interrupted and endanger'd, its 


Treaſures drained, and its Subje&s debauched from their 


natural Allegiance, by theſe foreign Plunderers, theſe Sons 


of Darkneſs, who lurk in the thieviſh Corners of the 


Streets, and put on every Garb and every Character to 
work their infernal Purpoſes; braving our Laws and Ma- 
giſtrates, and, in their gloomy midnight Cabals, con- 
triving Schemes of moſt deſtructive Treaſon. ---- Theſe 
| peſtilent People, they are about our Houſe and about out 


Bed, and fþy out all our Ways; --- they enter, by one 
| Means or other, into our inmoſt Receſſes: --- They are 
like the Plague deſcribed by Moſes ; They go up and come 


into our Houſes, and into our Bed-chambers, and upon our 
Beds, and into the Houſes of our Servants, and upon our. 
People, and, in different Diſguiſes, overſpread the Face 


N of the Camp, the City, and the Country. 


The Religion, which theſe People are fo ſtadious to 


propagate, conſidered merely as ſuch, is as baſe as it 


1s abſurd, and deſerves the Scorn and Contempt of 
n ; but that which makes it the Terror of 


all good Men, the Hatred of all wiſe and humane 
N the Miſery of every Country where it is eſta- 


bliſhed, is that furicus Spirit of Cruelty, which is in- 


W blended and wrought into the Roman Polity, 
which * the Papal Government from 
every 
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every other in the World. Other Governments have 
been inſtituted, however adminiſter'd, for the Good and 
Preſervation of Men; but the Papal one, ſupported by 
Torture and Inquiſition, is plan'd for, and ſubſiſts by 
the Miſery and Deſtruction of them, and is a ſettled and 
habitual Conſpiracy againſt all the Princes in the World. 
— This was the Opinion of our wiſe Forefathers, This 
they felt ſeverely, This we feel in ſome Degree, by 
This our Neighbour Proteſtants ſuffer daily ; and yet, 
by ſome Faſcination, we ſeem inclined to believe, that 
Popery is become a mild and good-natur'd Thing. 
Some of us even apologize for it, and plead for its Tole- 
ration; tho? every Native of England, who is liſted into 
this deteſtable Society and Miſſion, is a Rebel to his 
- Country's Laws, and a Traitor to the good King tl that 
governs us. 
Ws Succeſs therefore of the Remiſh Mifionarics, if it 
: goes on, as it does at preſent, in this deluded Country, 
may be look'd upon as the laſt, the moſt avenging 
Scourge of Heaven ; —the Chaſtiſement of a devoted 
| People, who have fill'd up the Meaſure of their Iniqui- 
ties.— This Judgment ſuſpended, if our Publick Virtue 
decays, we may recover it. — If Commotions ariſe at 
Home, Wiſdom and Moderation of Government may 
reduce Things into Order. — If our Conſtitution i is cor- 
rupted and hurt, our Legiſlature can redreſs and mend 
it. — hut if Popery once more lords it over us, there is an 
End of our Nation, our Honour, our Freedom, our 
Proſperity, our Virtue ; and it will be an happy Circum- 
dance, if our Name too be extinguiſhed, 


- wa 
"I 
= 
z "8 
Tos. 
1 
Pp Y 
5.28 
* 
3 
_ 
. 
3 
28 „ 
1 
- * 
88 
Ke 
4 
3 128 
Bo 
4 
75 
5 
2 
i 
5 
7 
8 
2 
1 
8 
Wo. 
on 
_ 
Be - 
4 
"I 
7 3 
I * 
"v7 
4 
+ 
= 
XX 
= 
A.” - 
"xg 
2 
oh 


* 5 — ANEIELY + Er I ES CT a0 AEST IE Coat Bw 
f od ae as IT aa A FO VE 8 3 e 


Laſtly, | 


6 1 2 

„— e e oe PR  R Re TIL 1 S 7 A x 

4 * * rr TI FAR boos PIE 6 yn, ve Oe 2.18 r 15 3 8 od 
r 33 8 8 LS, 8 WWW 8 £ 7 

5 0 DL. 7 8 WGGGWGGPGWWWWWW 3 ks A : 

. n # 


22 wo . cr Ss 
r P (ORF? 5 
RRR 


PP Sy Foc RS 1 n 3 
E 


5 8 
Laſtly, Let us remember, that, next under God, 

Union at Home, and Loyalty and Affection to the King 

and his Royal Family, are our great and ſure Defence. 


We have ſeen, God be thanked, that Danger, at a- 


perilous Criſis, can unite us, and our Union fave us; 
and, why ſhould not our common Intereſt at all Times - 
do the ſame? We are Brethren, by Blood, by Country, 
by Religion; why do we ſtrive one againſt another, 


and, by our fooliſh Diviſions, open the Door to an Ene- 


my, that we are more than a Match for, when united? 


Ahe main Strength of our Neighbour Nation is their 
VDnion, whether it ariſes from the Power and Policy of 
the Court, or the Affections of the Subject; and our 


Diviſion is our Weakneſs. Strange Folly and Incon- 
ſtancy ! which does not only expoſe us to the Wiles and 


Fraud, and Arms of that powerful, reſtleſs and intriguing 
Nation, but even to their Scorn and Deriſion.—To ſee | 
a People, bleſſed beyond a Parallel with the beſt Cli- 
mate, the ſafeſt Situation, the moſt extenſive and pro- 


fitable Commerce, the wiſeſt Laws, and the beſt-natur d 
Princes, and the Eſtabliſhment of a divine Religion, ſa- 


crificing all theſe Advantages to, or, as we have felt, en- 
dangering them by the little Reſentments of Party, the 
narrow, ungenerous Views of Pride and Ambition, and 
private Avarice.— Will no Hiſtory, will no Experience 


make us wiſer? Has not this very Miſchief ruined my 


great and mighty Nations? Is it not true to a Proverb, 
from the Mouth of our Saviour himſelf, © that an 
« Houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand ?”” and has 
not this ſame Miſconduct weakened our National Power 
| for a long Series of Years, and brought us more than 


once, 
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nion of us; they found us united, when: they look'd "ij 
- aCivil. War; bab what-Miſchief have we bron! ht t upon 
them Room and C Occaſion fo ſuch - 
fooliſh Preſumption rhey are now küren to their 


| 7 


Country with a Convicklon, that” the King has che 


Hearts of his Subjects; His Royal Goodneſs gives hin 
a-Title to therm, and will preſerve- them toy os to the 
laſt Period of his Life. He enjoys his Crown by clear 
and -indiſputable- Inheritance, by tlie Sanction of Laws. : 
by the Conſent and with the Applauſe of a" great 
tion, and uſes his Power and Royalty, as becomes a 
King; that is, as a Truſt fot the Publick Good. Under 
r Shadow we may ſit down ſafely; ; and, if we are not 

wanting in our Duty to God, if we preſerve, Integrity of . 
| Mrs, oye and Hohour | and prackiſe our Holy Re. 


>, 
"> 


8 . ; "ſupport our free and legal Government,” ſhut the 


- Dockagdinit the Wiles and Force of Popery, and put a 
ſpeedy End to thoſe hateful Diviſions, (which ſpoil the 
Comfort of our Lives, defeat us of the Enjoyment 'of all 
-otir natural Advantages, . and tend directly to our „ 
lution, ) if we do all this, j in Time, we ſhall be as happ 
as this World can make Men: and our. Governmert w 
desi free, and independant, and impregnable. as 55 
God of Nature has made the Situation of our 
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